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WASHINGTON.

«. liberty and Union, mow an«l orerer. ««. *u<
iinseparable."

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 29,1fef
There was no legislative business transacted in

C»gre*s yesterday, both Houses having devoted
Ac business hours of the day to paying funeral
femora to the remains of tlisir decked colleague,
tike Hon. Brookins Campbell.

THE STATE OF MARYLAND.
The biennial session of tho Legislature of the

Jfcate of Maryland is to commence next weak, as

arc reminded by the notes of preparation for it
in the Baltimore and other papers.

_ <

Among the necessary business of the session i>
to he, as we understand, a choice of a Senator of

United States for the term commencing on the
4th of March, 1855, to fill the vacancy which will
U,ra oo-ur by tho expiration of the term of service
.f Mr. Senator Pbabce. Not having any means of

ftaowiug who m to be the candidates for that

fcuat, woof course intend no disparagement to the

capacity or claims of any one of them when we say
flfiat the present occupant ol tbat seat has discharged
titc duties which attach to it in a trulj , onsev /ative
and iotelligcnt spirit, and with an efficiency honor¬
able to himself and to his State, to which, un¬

doubtedly, his valuable experience in tho National
Cbaneils ha** greatly contri^.wUAi.

THE PACIFIC RAILROAD.
When this subject is named every body thinks of

tfte great projected Railway across the Rocky Moun¬
ted to California j but it seems that a road under this
die actually begun and partly in operation; that

», from St. Louis, through the southwestern part
«f Missouri, towards Arkansas, for a distance of
abnut three hundred miles.

The St. Louis Republican says the business on

«his Pacific Railroad continues steadily to increase,
and that a large amount of freight will have been
«arriod in December.

Referring back to the legislation of Congress on

tike subject of Railroads, we find that by an act of
aoth ofJune, 1852, the right of way was granted to
«fce Slate of Missouri and a portion of the public lands
(six alternate sections on each side of the road) to
ami iu the construction of railroads from the town
«f Hannibal to the town of-St. Joseph, in Missouri,
and from the city of St. Louis to such point on its
western boundary as may be designated by said
Stat.i-
A bill was pending at the last session for a grant

of land to aid in the construction of a line erf rail¬
road from St. Louis to the Kansas river.

Ail act was passed February 9th, 1853, granting
the right of way and making a donation of laud
(six alternate sections on each side of the road) to
alfc<r States of Arkansas and Missouri, to aid in the
constructu>n of a railroad from a poiut on the Mis-
siseippi opposite the mouth of the Ohio river, by
way «>f Little Rock, to the Texas boundary, near

ImiIiuh, iu Arkansas, with branches to bort Smith,
Ac- This is an extensive improvement, and em¬

braces several important points.
And whilst these works are proceeding, the Le¬

gislature of Texas is engaged upon a bill ot gn at

magnitude in regard to a " Pacific Railroad. 1 ho
fell grants sixteen sections of land for each and
every mile of railroad running from some point cn

the. line between that State and Arkansas, not north
of Fulton, to El Paso.

. . .
I

TUis grant of sixteen sections to the mile, it is

calculated, will amount to more than eight millions
.arf &rrpH of land. The cost of the road through
Tfcxa* is estimated at twenty millions ot dollar?.
Tttxc Hrbome seems to be popular in Texas, being
.iwiibll il the great Pacific highway. Senator Rusk
Bas been active in support of the bill before the
Texas Legislature.

THE CAPTURE^F THE TURKISH FLEET.
The Editor of the New York Evening Post, lately

an observant traveller in Europe, docs not appear
to have been taken by surprise, as many others
were, by the recent capture of a part of the Turkish
fleet at Sinope. In alludtng to the event the Elitor
«f the Post says :

"Tlie wonder is that after all we have beard of the
naval preparations made by the Russians in that quarter,
of the activity which has prevailed in their ship-yards
and armories, and of the vessels which have been put in
crtfer for cruising in the Euxine. the statesmen and jour¬
nalist* of Western Europe should still suppose, rh they
mr« to bave done, that this fleet was merely intended
for a holyday purpose, to swim the unstable waters of
%jrr» sen as an imposing pageant. It was intended, of
«hk«, for the purpose to which it has just been put.to
fereak up the Turkish commerce, destroy the Turkish
sfcipa, and intercept the Turkish supplies on.their way to
Ox principalities. The Turks, we think, must have

from the first what it was designed for, but those
I in England and France who speculate on Ea-tern politics

mejn not to have made the discovery till now.
" It seems now to be thought that the French and Bri-

£jL fleets, instead of lying idle at Constantinople, where
tfkere is nothing for them to do, wfll be ordered to take
tihrtr station in the Black Sea to observe the proceedings
Cf t&e Russian fleet, and interpose, in case of necessity,
far the protection of their Turkish ally.
" Meantime the quiet pertinacity of the Russian Gov¬

ernment stems quite as much in the way of any adjust¬
ment of its quarrel with the Porte as the just indignation
vfciek the Sultan feels at the military occupation of his
dominions. From the very beginning of the quarrel the
Knsflian Government has shown no symptoms of a dispo¬
sition to retrace any single step it had once ta*en. It

presented an impassive front to all the arts of diplo-
mmCy. The successes of its fleets will, in all probability,
encourage it to adhere the more steadily to its original
plan, aud render it still more difficult for the four Powers,
who bave taken upon themselves the task of mediation,
an dislodge it from the Principalities."

Amongst the passengers from Europe in the
jJ/'amer Pacific are the lion. Thomas M. tOOTK,
latn ChargS d'Affaircs to Austria ; Madame Bouiico,
cn company with Lieut* Bodisco, of the Russian
DAvy * ]>iksel Bodibco, bearer of despatches; and
M. Stoeckl, of the Russian legation.'
Tut Kajisay Route to Sa* Fbahcisoo..An extraordi¬

nary travel of persons and news is recorded in the (,ali-
fcnruia papers of the 17th ultimo, by way of Vera f.rux,
she city of Mexico, and Acapu'iOO. By this route Euro¬
pean news wan received at Fan Francisco in twenty-seven
.iays, and r.ews from New York in seventeen days! This
.»**ns hardly credible, but so it is, and the San Francisco
papers express their astonishment at the speed, as well
tb*y may. We are told thai this route will soon be open
Co passengers; post coaches and horses being already in
Mexico in a number sufficient to open the line very early
m the ensuing year. When the Tehuantepec route is
vpoaed, as in time it will Vie, there will be four excellent
conveyances from the Atlantic to the Pacific, ayl the
time is not far distant when there will he a profitable bu¬
siness for each of the companies interested in the convey¬
ance of freight or passengers..New York Etprtu.

Tbe Hon. Joshia R. Gidmim was quite ill at New
on Tuesday.so much so that he could not fulfil an

Management to deliver a lecture at the Tabernacle.

POLITICAL FUSION IN MASSACHUSETTS.

The official returns of the Senatorial Elections in
Massachusetts have just been published. It appears
that twenty-one Senators have been chosen, viz:
six Whigs in Suffolk, two in Hampshire, two in
Barnstable, and one in Nantucket and Dukes, eleven
in all; five Coalitionists in Worcester, one in Hamp¬
den, one in Berkshire, one in Franklin, and two in
Bristol; ten. This leaves fivfe vacancies in Essex,
six in Middlesex, ono each in Hauipden, Berk¬
shire, and Bristol, two in Plymouth, and three in
Norfolk. These vacaucies will all bo filled by
Whigs, as the duty of selecting them from the can¬

didates having the highest number of votes will de¬
volve upon the House of Representatives, in which
body the Whigs have a large majority.
The political victory here officially certified is the

more gratifying from its having been achieved by
the Conservatives of Massachusetts over the com¬

bined forces of Democracy and Freesoilism, which,
bv making common cause, though differing upon
almost every point in polities, have succeeded
for the last three years in obtaining and keeping
possession of the State Government in Massachu¬
setts. This Coalition has now been signally de¬
feated, and, we trust, finally ; for we doubt if there
ever existed for political purposes a more excep¬
tionable union of parties, each having professions
tnd aimt, except i.i regard u. tae honors and emol¬
uments of public office, the very opposite of each
other. This fact has often been made manifest in
(>ur coluuyas, ii^noticiug the incidents or results ot
their unscrupu^iua never fn language
so forcible as it was recently done by the leading
organ of one of the coalescing parties, when, before
the late nominations of candidates were made, it
seemed to expect that the Democratic wing of the
Coalition would have sufficient firmness and hones¬
ty to decline a renewal of the bargain which had
already involved it in disgrace. What was then
so expressively said is even now worthy of being
placed on record, as exhibiting in proper contrast
the incongruous elcmeuts of the combination over

which the Conservatives of Massachusetts, without
any sacrifice of honor or ©f principle, have finally
triumphed. We therefore extract the substantial
part of the leading editorial article of the " Boston
Post " of September 22d, aS follows :

44 The Democratic organization of the Nation and of the
State, as to the great and vital questions of the time, stand
pledged to consider the compromise measures as a

finality; the Freesoilers avow eternal hostility to the
party that supports them.

44 The Democratic organization stand pledged to resist
all attempts to renew the slavery agitation, in Cougress
or out of it; the Freesoilers resolve that their grand ob¬
ject is to continue it.

44 The Democratic organization stand pledged to main¬
tain the fugitive law; the Freesoilers declare that, while
that law remains upon the statute hook, it will be u by¬
word and a rcproach to the nation.

44 The Democratic organization stand pledged to protect
the constitution and the rights «»f the States; the Free¬
soilers resolve that their paramount object is to destroy
the influence of the slave power.

41 This parallel might be run further. The Democratic
organization regard even the preservation of the Union to

depend on the preservation of the rights of the States ;
the Freesoilers ridicule the idea of the Uuion being ever

in danger from such cause.
44 Such is the antagonistic positions of the two organi¬

zations. They cannot, without a gross violation of prin¬
ciple, unite at the polls. Such union would be suicidal
on the part of the Democracy. It would be a violation of
the pledge they have made to stnnd together for a com¬
mon cause. It would give life, vitality, and strength to
that pestilential sectionalism which is so detrimental to
the great intereJU of the country, and which it is so ne¬

cessary should hare strength again. No patriotic
Democrat shooMk'nd his intluence to do this, ajnd every
good citizen sh^ld abandon an organization which can

never be successful until the American people forget the
past and are ready to throw away the brightest heritage
ever bequeathed to man.

44 The only patriotic course for the Democracy of Mas-
sachusets is to stand by their organization; to nominate
and vote for only Democrats ; to do this in Stale, county,
and town elections ; and to see to it that men are elected
to the Legislature who will not, let the coiwcjuences be
what they may, sell themselves to the Freesoilers."
The expectations of the Post, however, (if really

entertained,) that its friends would renounce the
Coalition, were doomed to disappointment. On the
very day its article was published there assembled

I at Worcester the. State Democratic Convention of;
Massachusetts, composed of several hundred dele-'
gates, representing all parts of that Common¬
wealth. Duriug the sitting, it is true, a resolution
was submitted which proposed to repudiate any fur¬
ther joint action with the Freesoilers, but this reso-
tion was silently referred to a committee, whose
chairman quietly put it in his pocket, and the Con¬
vention completed its business and dissolved. The
time so'/n arrived for holding the different CountyConventions. It so happened (uot accidentally, of
tours?) that such of these Conventions as repro-sentod the Democratic and Frcesoil parties, although
organized and acting as distinct bodies, found it
convenient to assemble on the same days and in the
same towns. Between them civilities were quickly
interchanged; conferences followed ; each party
formally agreed upon its allotted portion of the ean-
didates to'be placed upon the Senatorial ticket;
and, finally, these double-faced tickets were gravelynominated, in turn, by each Convention, and sup-1ported at the polls by the constituents of each.
Here, for instance, are a couple of resolutions which
were adopted by the County Conventions at Taun-1

1 ton.th« one by the Democrats, and the other bythe Freesoilers:
Dtmatmtir Rr'tlution.

RmoJved, That, as mem¬
bers tf the great Democratic
party, we hereby re-afiirra
our adherence to those Dem¬
ocratic principles which con¬
stituted the basis of our Na¬
tional union and triumph in
lHo'J, (i. e. tub Dm.ti.more
1'lai form,) an l which have
been faithfully illustrated
in the policy of the National
Administration, and most
signally re-endorsed by the
people in every recent elec¬
tion in the country.

Will it bo believed that Conventions which
adopted such entirely different expositions of their
principles, nominated precisely the same m*n as
their candidates to support their principle# ? Such
is nevertheless a fact; and a fact not less remarka¬
ble is, that the " Itoston Post," looking exclusively
to the interests of its party, supported this collusive
policy and labored for its success, in the face of its
own indignant condemnation of it, as above quoted.
That article, it has been somewhere insinuated, with
all its ostentatious display of patriotic enthusiasm,
was put forth merely to iiifliH-nee the Southern
elections, the time for holding which Ixing nc;tr at
hand. But, whether this were so or not, it does
not affect the truthfulness of the portrait which the
" Post" has drawn of the two parties composing the
Coalition.
We place the above statement in our columns

simply as chroniclers, to rccord facts belonging to
the political history of the day, rather than with
any view now to cast reproach on a defeated unna¬
tural Coalition.

Fff'tou Honlution.
l td, That our motto

shall be, 44 Agitate, agitate,
agitate,'' on the slave ques-
tion, at all proper times and
places, until the infamous
Fugitive Slave Dill, with
its accompanying abomina-
tions, shall be erased from
the statute book ; and that
we will never ceasc our ef-
forts until that object siiall
bo accomplished.

SWEDEN.

The Diet of Sweden was opeued in Boleian form
at Stockholm on the 24th of last month. The
speech of King Oscar to tho assembled estates of
the realm is so honorable to the head and heart of
that excellent Sovereign that we place the whole of
it before our readers. It contains a touching refer¬
ence to his domestic affliction, and breathes a noble
and evidently sincere spirit of patriotism, which will
give it interost for all who share with us a true re¬

spect for tho virtues and valor of the reuowned
" Northmen

During the time which has elapsed ainoe the last meet¬
ing of this assembly Divine Providence has iuflicted upon
me and my house a most painful trial by the loss which
the inhabitants of the United Kingdoms have joined with
me in deploring. The remombrance of the lively sympa¬
thy which my faithful and beloved subjects showed me in
my sorrow, aa well as of the warm affection of which I
received so many touching and precious proofa during
my dangerous acd protracted illness, shall forever remait
in my grateful heart, and still more strengthen the sacred
bonds of attachmeut which unite me to the noble inhabit¬
auts of the Scandinavian Peninsula.
The Divine Providence who imposed the trials has also,

through the birth of my grandchildren, giveu me a new

proof of his unceasing mercy. The stability hereby st-
tained in the succession to the throne is for ua all a source

of satisfaction and gratitude.
A cruel scourge has again desolated the kingdom; but

the Swedish people have met it, as before, with composure
aud resignation to the decree of Providence.
Our relations with all the foreign Powers continue to

bear the stump of mutual friendship and confidence. I
shall never cease to devote my most earnest effortsj^p-
noiQ itye character ot our fatiietJoutl and to promi>ti its
true interests.

Agriculture, that principal branch of our industry, has
made during the latter time great and most satisfactory
progress. The increasod harvests, resulting from this
state of things, have nevertheless not in an equal pro¬portion contributed to an increased prosperity. Wasted
to a great extent in the fabrication of u liquor the abuse
of which threatens to undermine the most noble faculties
of our population, these harvests have not been able to
prevent the necessity of importing from foreign countries
those n«cf9saries of life which our own soil, with a more
sound economy, would have yielded even above our home
consumption. ,
The time has come, gentlemen, to enter upon another

path more conducive to the general good. A noble aud
patriotic feeling animates in this respect all good citizens,
From all parts of the kingdom petitions have been pre¬
sented to me soliciting that a limit may be put to the
present extravagant fabrication of strong drink, and to
the immoderate abuse which is the consequence of the
facility in obtaining it. A proposition embracing this
important subject will he presented to you, aud I am
onviuced that you will with eagerness meet my paternalwishes.

I shall cause propositions to be laid before you for the
simplification of the ground taxes, in order to completethe regulations on this important subject, in conformitywith the geueral'priuciples adopted at the las; Diet.
One of our first cares must be devoted to the means of

furthering the progressive development, of our material
resources, to tLe advance of industry, the improvement of
our means of communication in accordance with the exi¬
gencies of the times, and to the opening of new sources
of subsistence and wrakh for an annually increasing po¬
pulation. You will find in the propositions wbicu will be
submitted to you fresh evidence of my solicitude to attain
this great purpose, and I couut in this rcspcct upon your
enlightened and efficient co-operation.
My sense of duty imposes upon me, in tho face of the

present political situation of Europe, to lay before you a
detailed statement of the appropriations required to com¬
plete r ur system of defence, and to place it iu such a state
as to guaranty the independence of tho kingdom. Every
sincere friend of his country must devote to this irapor-
taut subject his serious attention. Never did a .Swedish
King make in vain an appeal to Swedish men in the inte¬
rest of their honor and independence. You will show
yourselves, I am convinced, the worthy representatives of
a nation whose heroism ami self-sacrificing love of their
country have inscribed the Swedish name with indelible
characters in the brightest pages of history.

In examining the propositiops submitted to you, youwill find that the new appropriations asked for the publicworks, for the army and for the navy, will not require
any increase of the ordinary taxes voted by the-last Diet.

In virtue of the Constitution, I declare your delibera¬
tions opened, and, in imploring the blessing of AlmightyGod, I renew to you the assurance of my alTection and
royal good will.

IMPORTANT TO POSTMA6TERS ANV OTHERS.
\Vc understand that, by recent instructions of the

Postmaster General, the exchange offices of New
York aud Boston arc required to report every Post-
master taking wrong rates of postage on letters to
foreign countries. We also learn that from these
reports it appears that, besides other errors, a great
many letters for the contiuent of Kurope, marked to
go " via Liverpool" or " via England," are taken
by offices iu the interior at rates applicable only to
the direct Bremen line. This, of course, causes
confusion, and often results in loss to the sender.

Persons writing to the continent arc advised to
use light paper, e*pecinlly if their letters arc to gocither through or to France, Switzerland, or Italy,where the quarter-ounce scale for letters (cxccpt bythe Prussian closed mail) still prevails.
Tho New England Society of New Vork held its annual

meeting at the Astor House yesterday, Hon. Moses II.
Gri.nsell, the President, in the chair. After a debate
as to the decline in the fund and charities of the society,
Mr. Grinneli. wus clected President and Simeon Draper
Vice President for the ensuing year, with a number of '
other officers. Mr. W. M. Evarts reviewed his resolution,
which was adopted at tho last meoting, providing for the
appointment of a committee to raise funds for the erection
in New Vortc of a bronze statue of Daniel Webster. The
committee was increased to twelve members, and instruct-
ed to consider the propriety of making tho statue of
marble iustead of bronze.

Nearly a Quarter or a Million ok Property Mim¬
ing. Oq Friday (of last week) the ship Ably Pratt,
from Calcutta for Boston, went ashore on Nantucket
Shoals, and was abandoned by her officers and crew, who
proceeded to Nantucket for assistance. A steamer was

procured, and several boats started on their own hook
with the hope of obtaining savage; but the most dili¬
gent search had failed to discover this rich waif, which
probably floated off, and is either adrift upon the waters
or has sunk to the bottom..liotton TravMtr.

BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD.
The ordinance providing for a loan of five millions of

dollars to the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company, to
complete the road ar.d for other purposes, was finally
passed by the City Council of Baltimore on Friday after¬
noon. It requires now but the approval of the Mayor,
which it »s presumed will not be withheld^ to render It
complete so far as the eity is conccrned. Wo announce
with gratification the satisfactory settlement of this Im¬
portant matter. The confidence of the city in the road
and in its ultimate success has now been proven in the
fullest manner, and the future should show that this con¬
fidence has not been misplaced..Haliimore American.

The Loo-Cmoo Islands..Mr. Bataro Taylor has
given an account of Commodore Pkrby's visit to th^ Loo
Choo Islands, which he coucludes as follows :

" Whatever may be the issue of the negotiation with
Japan, Commodore Perry has opened Loo-Ohoo, its most
important dependency. At thfe same time, by his pur¬chase of the tract of land be*t adapted for a coal depot,
on Port Lloyd, in the Bonin Islands, he has secured to
the United States the only available station in the Wost-
ern Pacific for a line of steamers between China and Cali¬
fornia. Honolulu and Port Lloyd are the natural stop-
ping places on the route between San Francisco and
Shanghai. For the first, coal may be transported from
Oregon and Vancouver's Island; fnr the second, from the
Japanese Island of Kinsin, less than five hundred miles
distant. Loo-Choo lies too far south for the route to
Shanghai, but that to Hong Kong passes near it. lte

1 commerce is too trifling to be an object of consideration;
but as a naval station or a port for supplies it has msny
things to recommend it, and the step which has been
made toward bringing it into the list of lands which arc
open to intercourse with the civilized world deserves to
be recorded."

THE NAVY.

FOR THE NATIONAL ISTiLLIOlKCER.

The whole country manifesto renewed interest in
the condition and efficiency of our navy, and espe¬
cially in the steam-branch of the service. Congress
is about to legislate it into a new shapo, bo as to
combine effectively the sail and steam-power on
board the ileet. It is the most important step yet
taken by the country to give strength to this long right
arm of uational defence. It is also high time to (Jo it,
for we are ten yeara behind the maritime Powers of tu-
rope in this respect.
Twenty years ago Government recommended, and the

policy was acquiesced in by the country, that we should
await the progress made in steam for ships of war by
other Powers and profit by their labors. These twenty
vears of experimental labors have rewarded one ot them
(Kngl&ud) not only with the most powerful uteani fleet in
the world, but have reared for her in the process men.
officers and men.to whom steam as an element of war is
as familiar aud habitual as the wind aud sea. We have
lost, then, the most valuable thing for which we unwisely
wailod twenty years, to wit, experience. And to this
undoubtedly we owe the many failures in our efforts to
create a steam navy for the country.
The failure of our steam navy may be traced, in addi¬

tion, to several other concurring causes, but in no man¬

ner to the one so commonly assigned, namely, that the
Government built the ships in the publio dockyards. The
hulls of all, except the iron-ships, were constructed in
the public dockyards as they were designed in the naval
[bureaus; und for model, streugth, and the purposes of
war, these vessels in their hulls have not only never fail¬
ed, but are, in fact, unequalled by any others now afloat.
Ou the other hand, the engiues and machinery of all but
two small craft (Waterwitch and Hancock) were built in
private workshops and by contract. The engines, it is true,
wwre for the most part designed by the steam engineers
introduced into ibc nuvy. full grown from the civil ma¬
rine steam service, But, however talented aud able some

of these undoubtedly were, the subject of steam applied
to war was new to them; they had not the twenty years'
experimental knowledge of their brother engineers abroad
to guido them, and they and the contractors failed for
a time, (not yet gone by,) as might have been expected.
And so with the naval administration. The subject

was new to the civil and naval officer. Wo had put off
knowledge for twenty years, and " a stern chase is along
one." This want of experience, for which England has
paid the full price to obtain by the devotion of ?wenty
years and many millions of money, caused us tu I crsist
in the side-wheel war steamer obstinately after the sys¬
tem was abandoned by our wiser rivals over the water.
It laid us open to the adoption of projects by which years
were lost aud treasure squandered, and the country left
with a few powerless steamers to do its necessary work.
We have not at this moment in the United States one

single war steamer that coukl take the sea to save the
honor of the country from the reproach of nations. It
is this want of experience which in the year 1853 forced
us to dispatch to Japan steamers like the Powhatan, of
nearly four thousand tons capacity, requiring a fleet of
colliers to feed her furnaces, to carry su a dull un¬

wieldy thing under sail alone, crippled like a beaten ship
when her eugine breaks, (as it has already ;) her boilers
and machinery above water, exposed to every shot, and
liable to be beaten by a gun-boat.

This same ship (and her class) would have carried a

frigate's broadside, with her whole system of machinery,
boilers and all, below the water-line, secure from harm, if
the modern and now well-developed propeller system of
the British navy (for which we waited) had been adapted
to her or she to it. The supply of coals first taken in
would have lasted her to India and back again; and un¬

der sail, with her tire3 put out, she would outsail the
fastest frigate in the navy. She could do the duty of
half a dozen frigates.

Misfortunes beget wisdom. We know our errors and
can avoid their repetition. We also now know what
is wanted. We want no more side-wheel war steamers
that a grape-shot may destroy, each costing a million, to
carry «zguns, and the transportation of a coal mine after
her to keep her going; no more " submerged propellers,"
nor "bomb-proof" ships, nor patent "Lamb & Sumner"
boilers, &c., nor speculative steam men of war of any
sort; but a real dowuright steam ship of war, be she
sloop, frigate, or line-of-battle ship, with a full broadside,
With rt full slilp rig. of full sail power, backod by the

simple full-power steam-engine driving a two-bladed pro¬
peller, capable of being lifted when out of use and stow-
od as conveniently as a bower-anchor, such as are now in
full and successful operation in all the modern war

steamers of the British navy. Add to these indispensable
requirements a fresh-water condensing apparatus for daily
use connected with the cooking galley, on which to rely for
vour supply, and we have the war steamer fit for any ser¬

vice. Such the modern screw war steamer of the
British navy as 1 have seen'them. The boilers are below
the water-line, as well as all the engine, except the
smoke-stack. A single tank of fresh water is the whole
supply, the necessary quantity being made by the con¬

denser daily, fuel and provisions taking the place of wa¬

ter-tanks.
Is it too much to demand of our navy officers, of our

constructors, of our master machinists, to equip for us
steam ships of war combining in perfection each and all
of these essential qualities ? It is done elsewhere, and
we should not be satisfied with less. The counsel which
advises less is bad counsel, and should be set aside Cor
better. ?.

CRUISE OF A BOTTLE.
.. Kky'Wsst, Dscembkii 22, 1853.

" Dear Sir : The enclosed was picked up on Wednes¬
day, the 10th of November, 1863, on Elliott's Key, coast
of Florida, about four miles north of Cwsar's creek. The
wind was and had been very strong from the northward
aud eastward. The waters had been set back to that ex¬
tent as to eause the tide to rise higher than it had been
sincc the severe hurricane of 1840.

.« Respectfully, your obedient servant,
"CORNELIUS CURTIS.

"Lieut. Maurt, Sup't National Oswervatory."
U. S. Mail Steamer Philadelphia,

From Xew Orleans to Aspinvall,
24.'A May, 1863, 5 J'. -V. .

latitude 23° 40' north.
Longitude 80° 80' west.

When found please mention dato and place, and eom-
municate to Lieut. Mnury, National Observatory, at
Washington. J. P. McKlNSTRY, Commander.

Riot..At Williamsburg, (New York,) on Sunday night,
a serious riot took place, in which about a hundred per-
Hons were engaged, using clubs, stones, knives, axes, &c.
The disturbance originated between two factions styling
themselves the "Cashs" and '. Gilligans," backed up by
their friends. The leaders of the riot had some difficul¬
ty in the early part of the evening, and after collecting
together their friends, armed a* above stated, a r ost
desperate battle ensued, in which nearly all were more
or less injured, Patrick Cash was stabbed, and not cx-

pocted to recover, and James Cash had his skull cut open
with an axe ; no hopes of his recovery. Michael Murray
and James Slaven dangerously injured with stones and
clubs, so as to be confined to tlfeir beds. A number of
those engaged in the disturbance were arrested the next
day and held to bail.

The language of China is understood throughout the
remote regions of the Eastern world when written, just as
the Arabic numerals are alike in all the languages of
Europe. A man from the province of Fochan would not
understand a word of the ppoken language of Nankin. A
Japanese could not make himself understood to a Chi-
neso; and an inhabitant of Formosa could do nothing
with an inhabitant of Siam ; but the moment they took
pen in hand and wrote the sign which conveyed the idea,
then all became perteotly intelligible. Br. Bowring the
other day showed some friends a Chinese newspaperwhich could be read by five hundred millions of human
beings, though not more perhaps than forty millions
could understand the spoken language of each other.

[//OnrVon Itu/uirer.
When the French Government licensed gaming-houses

(which the French Government did up to a public
company paid into the National Exchequer the annual
sum of £248,000 for the exclusive right of keeping them
in Paris; and, at a trial, it came out in the course of
the evidence that the clear profit for 1837, exclusive of
the duty, had been £70,000, of which three-fourths were
paid to the city of Paris, leaving the lessee jCI'J.OOO for
his own share.

TREMENDOUS FIRE IN NEW YORK.
Nkw 1 iiiK, l>tc. 2/..An immense fire occurred this

morning, by whioh five large wholesale iiour warehouses
on the wharf, and three or four ships, including McKay's
mammoth vessel, " The Great Republic," were completely
destroyed. Several other ships were greatly damaged.
The loss is immense.

SECOND DESPATCH.
New Yoek, Dkc. 27..A strong northwest wind blow¬

ing when the fire broke out, and the flames spread with
great rapidity. Seven wholesale establishments were
completely destroyed, viz : Treadwell & Son's extensive
bakery on Front street, D. W. Main, Waring & Co., Jones
& Rowland, G. Harris & Co., R. W. Reynolds & Co., Du-
seubury's Bell Foundry, and Davidson & Young's exten¬
sive Cracker Bakery.
The whip Great Republic was burut to the water's edge.

She was scuttled, but the water was too shallow to allow
her to sink. She was nearly full of freight, of which
nothing was saved. The packet ship Joseph Walker and
clipper Red Rover were totally consumed. The packet
ship De Witt Clinton was nearly destroyed. The clipper
ship White Squall was towed down the stream enveloped
in fiames.

THIRD DESPATCH.
New Yokk, Dec. 27..The bhip Great Republic was

insured for $300,000. principally in New York. Her
cargo was valued at $$00,000 ; insurance unknown. The
ship Joseph Walker was insured for $1)0,000 iu Wall street.
Th» Red Rover was not injured much, she and the Whirl¬
wind being towed down the stream. The White Squall
was owned by William Piatt & Son, of Philadelphia. She
floated down to the navy yard, where she burnt to the
water's edge.

[The " Great Republic," built by Donald McKay, of
Boston, was the largest merchant ship ever built. She wus

of five thousand tons burden, and could carry forty thousand
barrels of flour. Iler storage capacity was six thousand
tons; her length S25 feet; width 53 feet; depth 39 feet-
She had four complete decks; also four masts, which
ranged in length from 122 to 161 feet. Her fore and main
yards measured, respectively, 110 and 120 feet. Sho
was uiwgofl to carry a crew of one hundred men and
thirty boys. The following list of materials used in her
construction may convey some idea of her magnitude :

Hard pine 1,500,000 feet.
Whiteoak 2,050 tons.

Iron 336* do.
Copper, exclusive of sheathing 50~ do.
Number of days' work upon her hull.. 50,000
l'ards of canvass in a suit of sails.....' 15,653
This fine ship was expected to depart on her first

voyage next Thursday or Friday, and prior to Sunday
had already taken on board 9,000 barrels flour, 00,000 to
70,000 bushels of corn and wheat, 1,000 bales of cotton,
3,000 barrels rosin, 1,000 tiercos of beef, &c.

Eds. Nat. Intell."]

A FORTNIGHT LATER FROM CALIFORNIA.

The steamship Northern Light arrived at New York on

Saturday, from San Juan, with San Francisco papers to
the 1st instant.
She brings a million and a half of specie and upwards

of live hundred passengers, who have made the passage
from San Francisco to New York in less than twenty-
three days.
The following is extracted from a summary of events

in the " Alta California " of the 1st instant:
The past-fortnight has been a very important one for

the miners. The rain has tilled the gulches and raised
the rivers, and the works of the dry seasou are closed.
Tue diggings in the river beds have been abandoned,

and in many cases valuable dams, Humes, &c. have been
swept away, although the rise has not bet-n great. The
miners now look back upon aud count their profits and
losses for the last six months.
The shipments show that undiminished amounts of gold

have been produced, yet many of the diggers oomplain
that they have spent much money in caualling, machinery,
&c., and have made little.
The flumes which have not been carried off are beingtaken down, to be used next year.
The miners are pretty well prepared for the winter,

and if it be favorable the golden harvests will be richer
than ever.
Some miners having no good prospect for the winter are

preparing for next summer. Canals, to be finished by
June^have beeu commencud ou the North Y uba, Middle
Yuba, aud North Fork of the American river.
Many similar enterprise* have been planned, and theywill have a very important effeot on the prosperity aud

produce of the mines.
New diggings have been found in a number of points,but nothing extensive.
Near Minuesota, in Sierra county, the tunnels pay verywell. A lead two hundred feet wide, evideutly ouce the

bed of a stream, lias been found under a mountain, and
six hundred teet above the level of the Middle Yuba, near
by. In this lead are fouud the remains of trees, some
rotten, others petrified, others changed into a mineral
resembling sulphate of iron.

Several valuable quartz veins have been opened in El
Dorado; aud some discoveries have been made in Cala¬
veras which, it is thought, will raise the latter to a highposition among the quartz couuties.
FROM OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORIES.
Advices from Oregon and Washington Territories are

two weeks later, to November 14.
Immigrants by the new route over the Cascade Moun¬

tains had suffered very severely.
There had been renewed troubles with tlic Indians of

South Oregon.
Governor Stevens was expected at Olympia, Washing¬

ton Territory, on the 10th of November, aud would imme¬
diately organize a Territorial Government.
Commander Allen, of the United States surveying

steamer Active, reports having arrested the principal In-
diansengaged in the disturbances in Washington Territory.

SANDWICH ISLANDS.
Two weeks later intelligence had been received from

Honolulu, viz. to November 5.
During the fortnight ending on that day 112 whalers

had arrived at Honolulu, Lahaina, and Ililo.
The whalers arriving were all American, except three

Bremen, three French, and one Russian.
Eighty-!<even whalers remained at lI6uolulu on that d;iyand fifteen merchant vessels.
The small-pox has abated at tho port of Honolulu, but

still lingered in tho rural districts of the island.
During the week ending November oth there were new

cases in Oahu, with 101 deaths; and five new cases were
reported at Hawaii. Total number of cases reported to
November 5th, 0,016; the total number of deaths for the
same period, 2,295. Total number of persons vaccinat¬
ed at tho vaccine establishment at Honolulu up to No¬
vember 1st, 2,940.
The political ferment in the islands had completelysubsided. The policy of a system of free-trade now oc¬

cupied the attention of the papers and principal men.

FROM THE ALTA CAL1F0RIA5 OF IIBCEMBER 1.
The Sonora filibustering expedition which left this portin the Caroline is now forty-five days out, and it is time

that we should hear from it. That vessel left this port
on the morning of the 17th of October. The distance to
Guaymas is about fifteen hundred miles, ntid a good sailer,such as the Caroline is said to be, should make the pas¬
sage in fifteen days. The United States transport Gen.
Patterson arrived at San Diego on the 17th ultimo from
Guaymns, and nothing had been heard of the filibusters
when she left. The San Diego paper does not give the
date of her leaving Guaymus, but it was probably about
the 5th. The expedition, it will bo remembered, was
composed of about two hundred men. We presume that
they will land without any difficulty and t.iko Guaymasand iiermosillo with very little trouble. After that, how-
ever, their progress will be uncertain, and will depend
upon circumsUBbes.

If they should succeed in getting possession of all the
principal towns, it is to be presumed that Sonora will be
forever independent of Mexico. All of the foreignerswill side with the invaders, and many of the natives and
parties will go from this State to aid. It is not likelythat Mcxico will send any formidable army into tho field.

It is reported that Gen. Tacon is on the march with
two thousand incn, hut the Mexican papers say nothingof it, and it is very doubtful. To send troops from the
city of Mexico will require two months. Santa Anna will,of course, not leave the capital, and none of his generalswill be very anxious to fight the Americans.

Should tho expedition finally succeed, it might be a
magnificent speculation for the filibusters, though the
majority of them will not know how to profit by their ad¬
vantages. It is said they are to be paid for their services
with the Government land. We have before us a Sonora
bond issued on the 1st of May last. It reads thus:

INDRrESDR.V'R LOAN. [$j00.]The Independence Loan Fund hns received of the
sum of $600, and tho Kepnhlio of Sonora will iisnc to him or
his asrigns a land warrant for one square league of land, to be
located on the public domain of said Republic. Signed this
first day ofMay. W*. Walker,

Colonel of the Independent Regiment.
Seamen in England are still scarce, and Iboir wages

keep up. In London there ia great difficulty in getting
seamen, unless at very high prices. As muck as X5 and
£5 10s. a fnonth is given to seamen on board of oolliers.

NEW BOOK.

Exploration of tiim Valley or the Amazon, by Lt. Wm.
Lewis Hkhnuom, U. 8- Navy, with Map and Plates. Pub¬
lished by Taylor & Maury, Washington, 1854.
In the month of August, 1850, Lt. Hekndov, of the

United States navy, was detached from the ship Vaa-
dalia, then lying at anchor in the picturesque harbor of
Valparaiso, and subsequently received orders from the
Navy Department at Washington to prooeed forthwith to
Lima and Bolivia for the purpose of collecting, from the
monasteries and other authentio sources, such informa¬
tion as might be accessible touching the head-waters of
the Amazon aud its Bolivian tributaries.
On the 4th of April, 1851, the Lieutenant received at

Lima direotions from the Secretary of'the Navy to crow
the Cordilleras aud to explore the Amazon from its
sources to its mouth, and also to associate with him in
the expedition Passed-Midshipinan Laiidhkh. Qibiion, of
the Uuited States navy.
The documents transmitted by the Department coa-

tained detailed instructions, very copious and very minute,
with regard to the general objects of the exploration,leaving the route, however, altogether to the discretion
of the adventurous pioneers.

Lt. Herndon having obtained all the accessible infor¬
mation left by the Jesuit missionaries rclutive to the sub¬
ject of his instructions, and having also gleaned much of
useful accessory notices from other sources, resolved, on
mature consideration, to divide his party, directing Mr.
Ctibbou to proceed to Ouzco, aud thence reach the large
and navigable river Madre de Dios, at the foot of the
Andes; but, tshonld that route prove impracticable, to
advance south to l'uno, on the banks of the Lake Titicaca,
thence to La Paz Cochabamba, and, descending to the
rivers MamoriS and Madeira, reach the Amazon, and at a
certain point on that river await his arrival. This step
appeared most conducive to the aim of the expedition,
aud met the entire concurrence of Mr. Qibbon., Lt. llern-
don reserving to himself the survey of the countries
drained by the Upper MaraBon and its tributaries.

Having succeeded in obtaining mules, guides, arms, and
all the viatica necessary for scaling the Andes, together
with official passports from Washington, our two gallant
explorers Bet out in company from Tarma on Wednesday,
20th May, 1851, on which day commences this diary.
The narrative of objects and incidents, in their pro¬

gress over these Alp-like steeps, is intensely interesting.
The magnificent scenery of the Cordilleras; the bold
grandeur of Nature, from the soaring condor to the snow-
crowned peaks and endless forests teeming with luxuriant
vegetation and marvellous forms of brute life ; the glori¬
ous night-sky, a dome of steel lit up by stars, revealing
to the naked eye the very satellites of Jupiter.
On the 1st of July Lt.. Herndon and Gibbon having di-

vided between them the equipage, instruments, and ammu¬
nition, separated amicably at Chanchamayo, the one to
explore the Bolivian tributaries, the other the head-wa¬
ters of the main trunk of the Amazon. After a perilous
descent of ;3l! j miles from Tingo Maria, the head of canoe
navigation, through primeval foresta, wilds, and rapids,
Lt. Jlcrndon arrived at the mouth of the Chasuta, and
boldly launched out on the wild wnterJ of the mighty
Amazon. Wc quote the gallant narrator's vivid sensa¬
tions on entering the current of this majestic volume:

. uFhe m;ircli °f the Krc,u "ver in its silent grandeur was
sublime ; but in the untamed might of its turbid waters,

,
tiie/ cut »way its banks, tore down the gigantic deai-

zeus ot the forest, and built up islands, it was awlul. It
( r?lltd through the wilderness with a stately and solemn
. fiir" i

waters loo,4e(1 angry, sullen, and relentless, and
the whole scene awakened emotions of awe and dread,
such as are caused by the funeral solemnities, the minute-

4
KUD> the howl of the wind, and the angry tossing of the
waves, when all-hands are called to bury the dead in a

troubled sea." And he thus descants on the natural
riches of these regions: « The mind is confused by the
great images presented to its contemplation. We have

^

here a continent divided into many islands, (for most of its

^
great streams inosculate,) whose shores produce, or may

^
be made to produce, all that the earth gives for the muin-

,
t^nauce of more people than the earth now holds. We

< .iaVC« ° kere a navigation for large vessels, by
^
the Amazon and its great tributaries, of about six

4
tli0Q**nd miles, which does not include the innumerable

,
sma ' streams that empty into the Amazon, and which

, wo.u'd probably swell the amount to ten thousand;
,
nei,ner does it include the Orinoco, with its tributaries

,
on 116 one baud, nor the La Plata, with its tributarily,

,
on the otljcr- Let us now suppose the banks of these

,
streams settled by an active and industrious population

,
desirous to exchange the rich products of their lands

, ,,r tUo commodities and luxuries of foreign countries;
,
lot "8 suppose introduced into such a country the rail-

, J"oa(1 *nd tLe steamboat, the plough, the axe, and the
, hoe. 5 us suppose the land divided into large estates

4
ftD,J cultivated so as to produce all they are capable of

,
Producuig, we shall have no difficulty in coming to the

,
conclusion that no territory on the tace of the globe is

,
80 f*.rably situated, and that if trade there is once
awakened the power, the wealth, and grandeur of

«
a°c'ent Babylon and modern London must yield to that

,
the dcPota of this trade that shall be established at

. Plat." Orinoco, the Amazon, and the La

There is scarcely any attempt at the regular culti¬
vation of the earth in all the Province of Amazonas,
but the natural productions of its soil are most varied
and valuable. In the forest are twenty-three varieties of
palms ; of trees fitted for nautical construction there are

twenty-two kinds; for tho construction of houses and
boats, thirty-throe; for cabinet work, twelve. There are
twelve kinds of trees that exude milk from their bark,
one of which possesses extraordinary virtues in the cure
of mercurial diseases. Of medicinal plants the name is
legion. . The banks of the rivers and inland lakes abound
with wild rice, the food of a vast number of water fowl
and which is said to be edible. Wild cotton and tobacco
are also found thriving spontaneously. Wc shall abstain
from quoting the encomiums of Count Castblj»ao and
Humboldt on the extraordinary fertility and various pro¬
ducts of those regions. The book presents the latest and
most reliable chorography, and is interspersed with valu¬
able political and commercial statistics and embellished
with illustrations. ^
On the 26th July, 1852, Licnt. Gibbon was at Trinidad

de Moxos, on the Maniort, in the Republic of Bolivia,
making preparations for the descent of the Madeira. Hi*
report wiil form a supplement to this narrative of the ex¬
pedition.

IampUn1U,LBOfDS Do ~0n Thursday last the estate of
James llarmer, deceased, in Cheltenham township, Mont¬
gomery county, was sold by Ephraim Fenton, trustee.
IhcNe farms are situated on the North Pennsylvania rail¬
road, ten miles north of tho city. The homestead, of for¬
ty-three acres, brought $231 per acre. The property ad-
joinmg of forty-six acres, bfought $287.60 per acre,
the other farm of eighty-two acres, with but tolerable
improvements, $150 per acre. It is believed that four
years ago these properties, with the same improvements,
would not have brought half that sum.

[Doyltitown Inttlligtneer.
Hero is a sad incident, related by the Cincinnati Com¬

mercial of the 23d instant:

i r ? t,*r'JTof fcn Persons, anion* whom was on* female,
Ion for tho North yesterday morning, on the charter to eight
o clock A. M. train of the Little Miami railroad. There were
no friend* at the d pot to *ee tbcm off, though the larger
number had wive* and children, and wero going to bo absent
from two to ten years. What wa* (.(ranger mill, none of the
party had any baggage, nor did oither of theiu purchase any
tickets. It wn* to havo been supposed that the hunhand or

protector of the woman would have her ticket purrha*ed for
her, but why the nine able-bodied inen should have their
ticket, procured by other*, or why th*y should be carried free,
was the mystery. Coming closer to the party, it wa* observed
that their appearance wa* «ad and dejecU-d. One of them
wa* in tear*. Nobody on board the train know any thing of
the party, or their de*tin»tion; all wa* a iny*t*ry. At the
eating houses along the line every body «l*e wa* glad enough
to got a hot biscuit and a cup of coffee, but th* party of ten
remained In their «eat*, and looked a* though they would re¬
fuse food if it were offered them. When tho conductor came
along ho never a*k«d either of them for a ticket or money,
but went back to a broad.shouldered man with a -young
America expression of the face, who paid tho fare* of tho
woo party without grumbling. Upon inquiry nmortg the
pa**eng.*r«, itw.i* ascertained that tho broad-*hooldercd man's
name wa* Higdon, Benjamin Higdon, and that the ten per¬
son* were criminal* sentenced at the last term of the Criminal
Court, and wore now being conveyed to the penitentiary at
Columbu*. Pboir names, offences, and terms of imprisonment
aro a* follow* : Mr. Parker, counterfeiting, ten years; ..
Melleary, counterfeiting, ten years) .. Jone*, counterfeit¬
ing, ten your* ; Jamct Kelley, counterfeiting, ten year* ;.

Kirkland, counterfeiting, three year*; .. Lawrence, grand
larceny, flvo year*; Harrison, burglary, Ave year*; Ruth
McDonald, burglary, two year* ; Lewi* Dolman, counterft it-
ing, ten year*; Richard , (colored,) aisault, five years.
Here is an aggregate of seventy years imprisonment at
hard labor."


